
Between Heaven and Earth 2021
Roma, Subiaco, Greccio, Assisi, La Verna, Camaldoli, Portovenere, Como, Verona, Padova

Day 1 Welcome to Italy - Rome 
Upon arrival at Rome Airport, we will be greeted by our English speaking 
tour manager who will be with the group during the entire stay in Italy. 
We will board the private deluxe bus and transfer to the Abbey of Three 
Fountains where St Paul was beheaded. Celebrate Mass. Then we will set 
into our hotel. Dinner and overnight (D) 

Day 2 Vatican Museums – Christian Rome 
After breakfast, we will start our tour with a visit of Vatican Museums where 
we will see the magnificent rooms painted by Raphael as well as the Sistine 
Chapel, followed by a tour of the Basilica of St Peter. Following lunch, we 
will visit St Mary Major, St John in Lateran and the Holy Stairs. Finally we 
will celebrate Mass. Dinner and overnight at the hotel (B, D) 

Day 3 Papal Audience – free afternoon 
This morning we will return to Vatican City to attend the Papal Audience 
in St Peter’s Square with Pope Francis. Free afternoon for shopping or 
to discover the other beautiful monuments of the Eternal City. Tonight 
dinneris at leisure. Overnight in Rome (B) 

Day 4 Subiaco 
Following breakfast and check out, we will drive to Subiaco, just an hour 
away from Rome, to visit the Benedictine Monasteries of St Scholastica 
and St Benedict. Located amid 
spectacular natural scenery, 
the monastery of St Benedict 
enshrines the cave (Sacro 
Speco) in which St. Benedict 
lived as a hermit before he 
organized his first monastic 
community. Celebrate Mass. 
After lunch at the Foresteria, 
we will have a relaxing walk to 
the St Benedict’s little lake and 
waterfall. Dinner and overnight at the Foresteria (B, L, D) 

Day 5 Greccio - Assisi 
Today we continue our drive to the Franciscan Sanctuary of Greccio set on 
the rocky ridge of the mountain. The Sanctuary is famous all over the world 
for having been chosen by St Francis as the stage for the first re-enactment 
of the Bethlehem Nativity in the history of Christianity, which took place on 
the night of Christmas 1223. Then we will continue to Assisi. Upon arrival 

we will see the Basilica of St Mary of the Angels. This Basilica is where St. 
Francis spent most of life, and is made up of two structures; the Portiuncola 
is where St. Francis founded his order of the Friar Minor (Franciscans), and 
the Capella del Transito, which is the place of St. Francis’ death. Dinner and 
overnight at our hotel (B, D)  

Day 6 Assisi 
After breakfast, we will enjoy a full day of touring the hometown of St 
Francis and St Clare. First of all, we will visit the Carceri Hermitage, where 
Saint Francis and his disciples came here to pray and meditate, immersed 
into the silence and the spirituality of the nature. Then we will visit the 
Basilica of St Clare, the foundress of the Poor Clare Sisters. She followed 
the teachings of St. Francis very closely by also living a life of poverty and 
humility. Finally we will visit the Basilica of St Francis. The upper Basilica 
with Giotto’s frescoes representing the life of St Francis. We will have time 
to pray on the Tomb of St Francis and celebrate Mass. Free afternoon in 
Assisi. Return to the hotel for dinner and overnight (B, D) 

Day 7 Assisi – La Verna 
Following breakfast and check out, we will drive to the Franciscan Sanctuary 
of La Verna. This is the place where 
St. Francis, over the years, has been 
seven times and where in 1224 he 
received the stigmata. Here we 
will be able to pray and meditate 
in the Chapel of the Stigmata. After 
lunch at the Pilgrim’s refectory, we 
celebrate Mass. Tonight we will 
have dinner and overnight at the 
Foresteria (B, L, D) 
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This is a suggested itinerary:
We will be glad to customize a program that meets your specific 

needs, requirements and budget. You may also choose your own 
travel dates and city of departure.

For information on our Fund Raising Program and benefits for your 
group please email: anton@travelwithus.com



Day 8 Camaldoli - Portovenere Today we continue our drive to the 
Monastery and Hermitage of Camaldoli. The Monastery is a monastic 
complex located in the heart of the Park of the Foreste Casentinesi 
which includes the medieval Hospice, or Foresteria, the church, and the 
monastery, built beginning in 1046. The hermitage is just 3km far from the 
Monastery, isolated in the middle of the forest, 1,100 meters in altitude: it 
was founded by Saint Romuald in the 11th century and is the home of the 
Benedictine Camaldolese. Celebrate Mass. In the afternoon we will drive to 
Portovenere. Dinner and overnight at our hotel (B, L, D)  Verona Cathedral, 
which contains “The Assumption of the Virgin,” a 16th-century painting 
by Titian, and the famous Roman Amphitheatre (Arena). Celebrate Mass. 
Dinner and overnight at our hotel in Verona (B, D)

Day 9 Portovenere - Como 
In the morning we will enjoy a relaxing walk through the historical center 
of Portovenere and its main street Via Capellini, lined with shops and 
restaurants. In the past, Portovenere was a fishing village. During the 
period of Byzantium, it became a military fortress and then part of the 
Republic of Genoa. In XIX century the town became a popular holiday 
destination for holidaymakers, including celebrities such as the English 
writer Lord George Gordon Byron. We will walk till the Church of St Peter 
which overlooks the gulf of the Poets. It was consacrated in 1198. Celebrate 
Mass in a local church. After lunch, we will drive to Como on the majestic 
Lake Como. Dinner and overnight at our hotel (B, D) 

Day 10 Como, - Hermitage of St Caterina del Sasso - Como 
After breakfast, we will drive approximately one hour and half to reach the 
Hermitage of St Caterina del Sasso which stands on a cliff overlooking Lake 
Maggiore. The Monastery was founded in the 13th and 14th century by a 
local merchant, Alberto Besozzi, who after asking St Caterina for help during 
a violent storm, found himself on a rock hanging over the water. In 1195 he 
built a small church as a sign of thanks for the grace received from the Saint. 
Celebrate Mass. Free afternoon in Como for shopping in the town center 
or to do a boat ride on the Lake. Dinner and overnight at our hotel (B, D) 

Day 11 Verona 
Following breakfast and check out, we will continue our drive to Verona 
which is a UNESCO World Heritage site. Its famous for being the setting 
of Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet.” We will enjoy a walking tour of its 
narrow streets. We will see Piazza delle Erbe, the town’s forum in Roman 
times; San Zeno Basilica with itsfresco-filled interior and  D8 miles) Today 
we will drive to Brentino Belluno, a small town not far from Verona. Upon 
arrival, we will start walking along the Pilgrims’ Path or Path of Hope to 
reach the Sanctuary Madonna della Corona. Built into a vertical cliff face on 
Mount Baldo at 774 meters above sea level, the Sanctuary overlooks the 
Adige valley, surrounded by a ‘crown’ of mountains. Inside the Sanctuary 
is the Scala Santa, a reproduction of the staircase located in Rome near the 
Basilica of St John in Lateran. Celebrate Mass. In the afternoon return to 
Verona. Dinner and overnight at our hotel (B, D)

Day 12 Walking day: from Brentino Belluno to the Sanctuary of 
Madonna della Corona (12,8 miles) 
Today we will drive to Brentino Belluno, a small town not far from Verona. 
Upon arrival, we will start walking along the Pilgrims’ Path or Path of Hope 
to reach the Sanctuary Madonna della Corona. Built into a vertical cliff face 
on Mount Baldo at 774 meters above sea level, the Sanctuary overlooks the 
Adige valley, surrounded by a ‘crown’ of mountains. Inside the Sanctuary 
is the Scala Santa, a reproduction of the staircase located in Rome near the 
Basilica of St John in Lateran. Celebrate Mass. In the afternoon return to 
Verona. Dinner and overnight

Day 13 Padua 
Following breakfast at our hotel, board the motor coach for your transfer 
to Padova. We will begin a sightseeing tour of the city, including a view of 
one of the oldest Universities in Italy, the University of Padua, as well as the 
Basilica of Santa Giustina, the “Patron Saint of Padua.”, with the tomb of the 
evangelist Luke. We will visit also the famous Scrovegni Chapel painted by 
Giotto and the Basilica of St. Anthony, where we will have the opportunity 
to visit his tomb. Celebrate Mass. Return to the hotel for dinner and an 
overnight (B, D) 

Day 14 Departure
 After an early breakfast, we will leave by motor coach and transferto Venice 
airport for return flights home. (B)


